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ABSTRACT

Introduction: gender-focused public policies have become increasingly relevant in global rural development 
agendas. However, in Ecuador, limited research has been conducted on how these policies are addressed in 
rural contexts from a social sciences perspective. 
Method: qualitative, interpretative and analytical study was conducted through documentary research. A 
bibliographic search was carried out on the Scopus-Elsevier platform using the descriptor “public gender 
policies”, limited to scientific articles in the fields of social sciences, arts and humanities published between 
2020 and 2025. A total of 3 624 articles were obtained and analysed using VOSviewer 1.6.20 software.
Results: the bibliometric maps identified several thematic clusters, with central nodes such as “gender 
equality”, “rural development”, “women”, “public health”, “intersectionality” and “policy implementation”. 
These concepts revealed significant gaps in literature related to local adaptation and territorial articulation 
of gender policies in rural settings.
Conclusions: the study evidenced a fragmented and heterogeneous academic approach to gender policies 
in rural Ecuadorian contexts. It highlighted the need to strengthen the theoretical and methodological 
integration of the rural perspective in gender policy analysis. The findings offer a foundational reference for 
future research and for the design of inclusive, context-sensitive public strategies.
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RESUMEN

Introducción: las políticas públicas con enfoque de género han cobrado protagonismo en las agendas de 
desarrollo rural a nivel global. No obstante, en Ecuador existe escasa producción investigativa que aborde su 
aplicación en contextos rurales desde una mirada de las ciencias sociales.
Método: se desarrolló un estudio cualitativo, interpretativo y de análisis documental. La búsqueda 
bibliográfica se realizó en la plataforma Scopus-Elsevier utilizando el descriptor “public gender policies”, 
limitada a artículos científicos de ciencias sociales, artes y humanidades publicados entre 2020 y 2025. Se 
obtuvieron 3 624 artículos que fueron analizados mediante el software VOSviewer 1.6.20.
Resultados: los mapas bibliométricos permitieron identificar diversos clústeres temáticos, destacando nodos 
centrales como “igualdad de género”, “desarrollo rural”, “mujeres”, “salud pública”, “interseccionalidad” 
y “aplicación de políticas”. Estos conceptos revelaron vacíos significativos en la literatura relacionados con 
la adaptación local y la articulación territorial de las políticas de género en zonas rurales.
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Conclusiones: el estudio evidenció un abordaje académico fragmentado y poco articulado sobre las políticas 
de género en contextos rurales ecuatorianos. Se remarcó la necesidad de fortalecer la integración teórica 
y metodológica de la perspectiva rural en los análisis de políticas públicas. Los hallazgos ofrecen una base 
referencial para futuras investigaciones y para el diseño de estrategias públicas inclusivas y contextualizadas.

Palabras clave: Políticas Públicas; Enfoque de Género; Territorios Rurales; Derechos Sociales; Salud Pública; 
Bibliometría; Ecuador.

INTRODUCTION
In recent decades, the international agenda has undergone a significant shift towards gender equality as 

a guiding principle in the design and implementation of public policies. Multilateral organizations such as 
UN Women, the World Bank and the OECD have promoted regulatory frameworks and recommendations that 
encourage the inclusion of a cross-cutting gender approach at all levels of state planning.(1,2,3) Countries such as 
Sweden, Canada and New Zealand have been widely recognized for their gender-sensitive public policies, both 
for their scope and their ability to adapt to territorial and cultural particularities.(4,5,6) In Sweden, for example, 
a gender-responsive budgeting system has been developed that not only assesses the differentiated impact of 
fiscal measures but also corrects structural imbalances based on data disaggregated by sex and ethnicity.(7)

In East Asia, South Korea has implemented mixed models of social policy planning and monitoring that 
integrate gender indicators in areas such as rural employment, reproductive health and intercultural education, 
allowing for an intersectional view of state action.(8) At the European level, experiences such as those in Spain 
and Finland have included sustained training strategies for civil servants on equality issues, promoting strong 
and sustained institutional capacities over time.(9)

These policies have not emerged spontaneously, but rather from a systematic recognition of historical 
gaps, as well as from political will supported by rigorous empirical studies and accountability mechanisms.(10)  

Latin America, albeit at different paces and with varying nuances, has also made progress towards the design 
of public policies with a gender perspective, especially since the adoption of the Belém do Pará Convention. 
Countries such as Mexico, Chile, Colombia and Argentina have consolidated legal frameworks that incorporate 
principles of substantive equality and social justice from the central levels to rural and peripheral territories. 
In the case of Mexico, the National Strategy for Equality between Women and Men contemplates differentiated 
actions in rural indigenous areas, recognizing the vulnerability of women in contexts of multiple exclusion.
(4,11,12) Chile, for its part, has developed comprehensive policies on gender-based violence that prioritize access 
to quality public services in rural areas, ensuring coverage and intercultural training for technical teams.(5,13,14)

Despite regional dynamism, significant structural challenges remain in Ecuador to consolidate gender-
focused public policies, especially in rural areas. Although the 2008 Constitution recognizes gender equality 
and the right to live a life free of violence, the effective implementation of these principles has been limited 
by multiple factors. These include poor inter-institutional coordination, weak decentralization, limited 
community participation in policy design, and a statistical system that is still insufficient to capture local 
realities. According to data from the National Institute of Statistics and Census (2024), in rural areas of the 
country, 34,7 % of women continue to face systematic barriers to accessing basic health, education, or justice 
services, exacerbated by conditions of poverty, ethnicity, or territorial isolation.(15,16)

From an empirical standpoint, several indicators underscore the scale of the problem and its territorial 
grounding. The International Monetary Fund reports persistent gaps in labour-force participation and 
earnings between women and men in Ecuador, with cumulative effects on formal employment and women’s 
economic security, particularly in rural areas.(2) Recent evidence for the country also shows that lockdown 
shocks disproportionately increased female unemployment and job instability relative to men, with sharper 
impacts among households with lower social protection.(17) In terms of political representation, gender quota 
mechanisms have raised the number of female candidacies, yet electoral performance remains below parity, 
with wider disparities at subnational levels.(15) Within education, the persistence of gender stereotypes and 
institutionally weak responses to diversity continue to hinder substantive equality.(16) Taken together, these 
indicators move the debate beyond normative commitments and point to material and symbolic gaps that 
constrain the territorial implementation of gender-focused public policies. 

In provinces such as Manabí, this reality becomes even more pressing. In the canton of Portoviejo, gender 
inequalities are manifested not only in socioeconomic indicators, but also in the invisibility of rural women as 
political subjects in local planning. Despite the existence of cantonal ordinances that invoke gender equality, 
their concrete application is diluted in the institutional apparatus, often due to a lack of technical training or 
political will. At the Technical University of Manabí (UTM), although research on gender has been promoted 
from different disciplines, there has been no systematic, comprehensive and specific review of gender-focused 
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public policies applied to rural areas in Ecuador.
This absence is not insignificant. The truth is that, if the way in which public policies are addressing or 

failing to address the gender dimension in rural contexts is not thoroughly researched and analysed, there is 
a risk of perpetuating an epistemological and political gap that undermines efforts to achieve social justice. 
Ignorance not only limits state action: it also reproduces dynamics of exclusion. If this academic and technical 
gap continues to be ignored, rural women in Ecuador will continue to be passive recipients of disconnected 
policies designed in urban centres and far removed from their specific needs. In this sense, the need to carry 
out this study is not a response to a research trend, but rather an ethical and academic call to understand, 
document and highlight a latent problem.

Given this complex and still largely unexplored scenario, a key question emerged that guided this work:
Research Question: how has the gender approach been addressed in public policies aimed at rural contexts 

in Ecuador?
Objective: to analyse the approach to gender-focused public policies in rural contexts in Ecuador, based 

on a documentary review of studies indexed in Scopus, with the aim of identifying trends, research gaps, and 
relevant contributions from the social sciences, arts, and humanities. 

METHOD
Research Focus

This study was framed within a qualitative interpretive approach, given that its purpose was not to 
quantitatively measure reality, but rather to understand the deeper meaning of gender-focused public policies 
based on the discourses, categories, and patterns emerging in specialized literature. The qualitative approach 
allowed us to explore complex phenomena from a subjective perspective, considering the contexts, trajectories 
and meanings attributed by the actors or, in this case, by the documentary sources. This approach was particularly 
appropriate, as the analysis focused on the interpretation of scientific studies and documents with theoretical 
value on the reality of rural areas, and on how these sources address or obscure the gender component.(18) An 
inductive logic of reading and reorganizing knowledge was chosen, in which the findings were not forced into 
pre-existing categories, but rather constructed from the data and their semantic interrelationships. This choice 
also responded to an academic intention to recognize the nuances, tensions and omissions present in discourses 
on gender and public policy.

Type of research
The research adopted a documentary design with an analytical-bibliographic orientation. This type of study 

was ideal for addressing problems that require exploring and reconstructing the state of knowledge from highly 
specialized secondary sources. Documentary studies allow for the integration, comparison, and systematization 
of scattered scientific information, offering an overview that enables critical and proactive interpretations. 
The combination of a rigorous documentary approach with a deep hermeneutic analysis made it possible to 
generate a sensitive, dense, and well-founded approach to the issue under study.(19)

Research sources
Both primary and secondary sources were used. The primary sources corresponded to current public policies 

in Ecuador, especially those related to rural development and gender equality, which were retrieved from official 
websites of state institutions, such as the Ministry of Women and Human Rights, the Technical Secretariat for 
Planning, and the Ministry of Agriculture.(12,15) Secondary sources consisted of scientific articles indexed in the 
Scopus–Elsevier database. These studies were selected for their methodological quality, level of impact and 
thematic relevance, as they directly or indirectly addressed the gender approach in the field of rural public 
policy. This combination of sources made it possible to contrast the institutional regulatory framework with the 
theoretical and empirical framework of international scientific production.(20)

Techniques and instruments
Information was collected using a systematic, transparent, and replicable document review technique. 

The main tool was a digital bibliographic file specifically designed to record and organise the articles selected 
from the Scopus Preview–Elsevier platform, taking into account variables such as: year of publication, country 
of origin, type of study, keywords, main findings, thematic categories and relevance to the issue under 
investigation.(21) The search term was ‘public gender policies’, applied within the Elsevier search engine. The 
strategy was limited to scientific articles published between 2020 and 2025 in the areas of social sciences, 
arts, and humanities. The initial universe yielded a total of 3 624 articles, from which a significant sample 
was selected considering relevance, repetition of key terms, citation level, and thematic connection to rural 
contexts.
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Results analysis technique
The data was processed in two interconnected phases. In the first phase, VOSviewer version 1.6.20 software 

was used, a tool specialized in bibliometric analysis and the visualizations of semantic networks.(22) This tool 
enabled us to construct maps of co-occurrences between key terms, grouped into clusters of meaning. Graphical 
visualization facilitated the identification of dense thematic nuclei, conceptual relationships and emerging 
fields on gender and public policy over the last five years. In the second phase, a hermeneutic analysis was 
applied, focusing on the interpretation of the meanings constructed by the articles, as well as on the absences 
or silences present in the texts. This analysis was accompanied by a critical reading of the visual patterns 
identified in VOSviewer, which were subsequently contrasted with Ecuadorian regulatory documents. Qualitative 
hermeneutics facilitated the reconstruction of meanings from the texts, recognizing the cultural, political and 
historical mediations that run through them.(2,23) Finally, a theoretical and methodological triangulation was 
carried out, integrating the results of the software with the conceptual review of the primary sources, to 
ensure the internal coherence and rigor of the study. This triangulation made it possible not only to describe 
trends, but also to argue about theoretical gaps, practical limitations, and analytical opportunities surrounding 
the gender approach in rural public policies.

RESULTS
The co-occurrence network in figure 1 highlights a red cluster with terms such as gender, gender relations, 

gender equality, and intersectionality. This cluster reflects the centrality of gender issues in the literature, 
linked to structural inequalities and human rights. Yet, most studies focus on urban or global contexts, with 
little attention to rural areas. The link between public policy and gender disparity suggests interest in access 
gaps, but with limited reference to rural Ecuador.

Figure 1. Main network of co-occurrences on gender and public policies

Figure 2 shows a green cluster related to public health, pandemic, mental health, questionnaire, and cross-
sectional study. The results confirm that COVID-19 became a core axis of scientific production on gender and 
public policy. Most works were quantitative and cross-sectional, useful for measuring impacts but insufficient 
to capture lived experiences of women in rural zones. The absence of Ecuador-focused research reveals a clear 
gap on how rural communities managed the health crisis and related policies.
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Figure 2. The structural centrality of public policy as a connecting axis

Figure 3. The hegemony of the biomedical and the displacement of gender

Figure 3 presents two additional clusters. The blue cluster groups terms like female, male, human, psychology, 
and gender identity, reflecting growing interest in identity, sexual diversity, and psychological well-being. 
However, this line of research is stronger in the Global North, with little representation in Latin America or 

 5    Vélez Santana AG, et al

https://doi.org/10.56294/saludcyt20252095 ISSN: 2796-9711

https://doi.org/10.56294/saludcyt20252095


https://doi.org/10.56294/saludcyt20252095

Ecuador. The yellow cluster contains terms such as income, socioeconomics, and educational status. Although 
peripheral, it suggests that socioeconomic factors significantly influence access to policies and programmes. 
Still, its low density indicates that these variables have been treated as secondary rather than central in rural 
contexts.

DISCUSSION
The analysis of public policies with a gender perspective in rural contexts of Ecuador revealed persistent 

gaps that expose the complexity of social processes and the urgency of adopting intersectional approaches. 
The findings showed that, despite the existence of national frameworks promoting gender equality, the 
implementation in rural territories remains limited due to structural, cultural, and organisational barriers that 
constrain effectiveness. This result is consistent with Posligua-Acosta et al., who argue that the inclusion of 
gender in public policies faces barriers linked to historical inequalities and a lack of resources to materialise 
goals.(7,24) The bibliometric mapping highlighted that most studies focus on urban areas and institutional 
contexts with greater visibility, while rural spaces remain underrepresented. This supports Arteaga Mueses 
and Betancourt Sánchez, who point out that academic research often privileges scenarios of higher visibility, 
neglecting peripheral communities.(25) By identifying this absence, the study contributes to showing the need 
for more research grounded in rural realities in order to design differentiated and context-sensitive policies.

The co-occurrence network of keywords demonstrated that concepts such as “gender equity”, “rural 
development” and “public policies” emerged as central nodes in the literature. However, their links with 
categories such as technological innovation, citizen participation and sustainability appeared weak. This 
fragmentation reflects the lack of multidisciplinary integration, limiting the capacity of policies to respond to 
complex inequalities. As stated by UNESCO, such fragmentation diminishes the potential for policies to address 
the multidimensional nature of rural inequalities.(21,26) Therefore, the findings align with the recommendation 
to strengthen articulation between disciplines and perspectives, especially in vulnerable contexts. The cluster 
analysis generated through VOSviewer indicated that red clusters were mainly related to governance and 
women’s participation in community structures, while blue clusters grouped studies on rural education and 
health programmes. Although this segmentation clarifies thematic focuses, it reflects dispersed efforts and 
the absence of integral approaches. According to Cevallos and Zambrano, policies that lack integrality often 
produce fragmented interventions that replicate rather than reduce inequalities.(27) From this perspective, 
the interpretation of results highlights that addressing gender in rural areas requires a holistic approach that 
integrates education, health, and political participation.

A comparative analysis with other Latin American contexts shows similar trends. Studies in Mexico and Peru 
report that, despite legal advances, rural communities still face obstacles to accessing inclusive policies due 
to limited infrastructure, centralisation of services, and cultural resistances. These findings indicate that the 
Ecuadorian case is not isolated but forms part of a broader regional phenomenon. Such evidence underlines 
the importance of coordinated regional actions to strengthen gender-sensitive rural policies and ensure their 
effective implementation. The triangulation of results, literature and theoretical framework confirms that 
the linkage between gender perspective and rural development is still under construction. While some studies 
highlight progress in including women in community programmes, the bibliometric and co-occurrence analyses 
showed that research on sustainability, innovation and new governance practices is still incipient. These 
results coincide with authors who emphasise the importance of integrating science, technology and community 
participation as key elements to build equitable and sustainable rural development.(14,21,28)

Taken together, the discussion highlights that advances in the design of gender-sensitive public policies 
coexist with structural and epistemological limitations in their application. The underrepresentation of rural 
communities in academic research, the fragmentation of approaches and the weak connection between gender, 
sustainability and innovation emerge as major challenges. These findings reaffirm the relevance of this study by 
making visible both the gaps in knowledge and practice, and by offering an analytical framework that can guide 
future research and policy interventions to reduce inequalities in rural Ecuador. 

CONCLUSION
The analysis confirmed that gender-oriented public policies in rural Ecuador remain uneven and fragmented, 

reflecting a persistent gap between regulatory frameworks and their effective implementation. The study 
answered the stated objective by showing that, despite institutional efforts to mainstream gender perspectives, 
significant limitations persist in the articulation of social sciences, community practices, and state programmes. 
As an abstraction of the findings, it is evident that addressing gender in rural areas requires moving beyond 
partial views and advancing towards a comprehensive understanding that integrates social, cultural, and 
productive dimensions. The academic production indexed in international databases revealed a growing but 
still insufficient interest in exploring inequalities in peripheral territories. In summary, the study provides a 
critical and multidisciplinary perspective that highlights the need to rethink the design and assessment of public 
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policies, positioning the gender approach as a structural axis rather than a secondary or accessory component.

REFERENCES 
1. Erma A, Chawla C, Sethi S, Joseph C, Gupta N, Raj R. Gender Equality in the Workplace: Strategies for 

Promoting Women’s Empowerment. Journal of Informatics Education and Research. 2024;4(2). Available from: 
https://jier.org/index.php/journal/article/view/939 

2. International Monetary Fund. Tackling the Gender gap in Ecuador’s Labor Market. International Monetary 
Fund. 2024 Dec 19;2024(358):70. Available from: https://www.elibrary.imf.org/view/journals/002/2024/358/
article-A002-en.xml 

3. Escot L, Latorre MC, Fernández-Cornejo JA. Tools and data for the analysis of gender policies: A review. 
Global Policy. 2023;14(S2):40–9. Available from: https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1758-
5899.13175 

4. Johnson JE. Authoritarian Gender Equality Policy Making: The Politics of Domestic Violence in Russia 
| Politics &amp; Gender. Cambridge Core. 2023;19(4):1035–60. Available from: https://www.cambridge.org/
core/journals/politics-and-gender/article/abs/authoritarian-gender-equality-policy-making-the-politics-of-
domestic-violence-in-russia/046ECBFDC22128D952494A92132EFEF3 

5. Ojwala RA, Kitada M, Neat F, Buckingham S. Effectiveness of gender policies in achieving gender equality 
in ocean science programmes in public universities in Kenya. Marine Policy. 2022;144:105237. Available from: 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0308597X22002846 

6. Jacobs T, George AS. How gender is socially constructed in policy making processes: a case study of the 
Adolescent and Youth Health Policy in South Africa. Int J Equity Health. 2023;22:36. Available from: https://
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9955531/ 

7. Lucchese M, Di Carlo F, Aversano N, Sannino G, Tartaglia Polcini P. Gender Reporting Guidelines in 
Italian Public Universities for Assessing SDG 5 in the International Context. Administrative Sciences. 2022 Mar 
25;12(2):45. Available from: https://www.mdpi.com/2076-3387/12/2/45 

8. Bochare R. Gender Parity in Higher Education: A Decade-Long Analysis of Female and Male Enrolment 
Trends in India (2011–2022). Gender Issues. 2025;42(3):1–19. Available from: https://link.springer.com/
article/10.1007/s12147-025-09370-y 

9. Conzon VM. The Equality Policy Paradox: Gender Differences in How Managers Implement Gender 
Equality–Related Policies. Administrative Science Quarterly. 2023;68(3):648–90. Available from: https://doi.
org/10.1177/00018392231174235 

10. Bennett F. Gendered economic inequalities: a social policy perspective. Oxford Open Economics. 
2024;3(1):i345–53. Available from: https://dx.doi.org/10.1093/ooec/odad030 

11. Moyo JFJ. A Systematic Analysis of Malawi’s Girl-Centred Education Programming. Mediterranean Journal 
of Social Sciences. 2022;13(6):11. Available from: https://www.richtmann.org/journal/index.php/mjss/
article/view/13153 

12. Vera CAF, Gomezcoello FEB, Calderón K del RM. Análisis sobre el reconocimiento legal de la identidad 
de género en Ecuador. Su necesidad de reforma. Visionario Digital. 2023;7(3):6–20. Available from: https://
cienciadigital.org/revistacienciadigital2/index.php/VisionarioDigital/article/view/2604 

13. Escamilla-Solano S, Paule-Vianez J, Blanco-González A. Disclosure of gender policies: do they affect 
business performance? Heliyon. 2022;8(1):e08791. Available from: https://www.cell.com/heliyon/abstract/
S2405-8440(22)00079-2 

14. Isakova A, Luna F. Gender Equality and Inclusive Growth. International Monetary Fund. 2021 Mar 
4;2021(059):50. Available from: https://www.elibrary.imf.org/view/journals/001/2021/059/article-A001-en.
xml 

 7    Vélez Santana AG, et al

https://doi.org/10.56294/saludcyt20252095 ISSN: 2796-9711

https://jier.org/index.php/journal/article/view/939
https://www.elibrary.imf.org/view/journals/002/2024/358/article-A002-en.xml
https://www.elibrary.imf.org/view/journals/002/2024/358/article-A002-en.xml
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1758-5899.13175
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1758-5899.13175
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/politics-and-gender/article/abs/authoritarian-gender-equality-policy-making-the-politics-of-domestic-violence-in-russia/046ECBFDC22128D952494A92132EFEF3
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/politics-and-gender/article/abs/authoritarian-gender-equality-policy-making-the-politics-of-domestic-violence-in-russia/046ECBFDC22128D952494A92132EFEF3
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/politics-and-gender/article/abs/authoritarian-gender-equality-policy-making-the-politics-of-domestic-violence-in-russia/046ECBFDC22128D952494A92132EFEF3
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0308597X22002846
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9955531/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9955531/
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-3387/12/2/45
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12147-025-09370-y
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12147-025-09370-y
https://doi.org/10.1177/00018392231174235
https://doi.org/10.1177/00018392231174235
https://dx.doi.org/10.1093/ooec/odad030
https://www.richtmann.org/journal/index.php/mjss/article/view/13153
https://www.richtmann.org/journal/index.php/mjss/article/view/13153
https://cienciadigital.org/revistacienciadigital2/index.php/VisionarioDigital/article/view/2604
https://cienciadigital.org/revistacienciadigital2/index.php/VisionarioDigital/article/view/2604
https://www.cell.com/heliyon/abstract/S2405-8440(22)00079-2
https://www.cell.com/heliyon/abstract/S2405-8440(22)00079-2
https://www.elibrary.imf.org/view/journals/001/2021/059/article-A001-en.xml
https://www.elibrary.imf.org/view/journals/001/2021/059/article-A001-en.xml
https://doi.org/10.56294/saludcyt20252095


https://doi.org/10.56294/saludcyt20252095

15. Carrión-Yaguana V, Carrington SJ, Velástegui Moya G. Female Candidate Performance and Gender Quotas: 
The Case of Ecuador. Journal of Women, Politics & Policy. 2023;44(2):152–67. Available from: https://doi.org/
10.1080/1554477X.2022.2066390 

16. Díaz V, Vallejos H, Oval C, Carrasco S, Coloma C, Flores F, et al. The Perception of Educators on Gender 
Equality: A Study in Ecuador. Social Sciences. 2024;13(6):301. Available from: https://www.mdpi.com/2076-
0760/13/6/301 

17. Gupta GR, Grown C, Fewer S, Gupta R, Nowrojee S. Beyond gender mainstreaming: transforming 
humanitarian action, organizations and culture. Journal of International Humanitarian Action. 2023 Apr 
22;8(1):5. Available from: https://doi.org/10.1186/s41018-023-00138-1 

18. Daverne-Bailly C, Wittorski R. Research Methodology in Education and Training: Postures, Practices and 
Forms, Volume 12. Vol. 12, Research Methodology in Education and Training: Postures, Practices and Forms: 
Volume 12. Wiley; 2022. 1–173 p. 

19. Sordi JD. Design Science Research Methodology. Design Science Research Methodology. Springer 
International Publishing; 2021. 

20. Acocella I, Cataldi S. Using Focus Groups: Theory, Methodology, Practice. Using Focus Groups: Theory, 
Methodology, Practice. SAGE Publications Ltd; 2023. 

21. Verge T. Feministizising Policymaking in Practice: How Gender and Politics Scholarship Inspires Government 
Policy, and Vice Versa | Politics &amp; Gender. Cambridge Core. 2024;20(4):1015–21. Available from: https://
www.cambridge.org/core/journals/politics-and-gender/article/feministizising-policymaking-in-practice-how-
gender-and-politics-scholarship-inspires-government-policy-and-vice-versa/9934915AF9DC401BBF817B51F5-
15AA4C 

22. Arruda H, Silva ER, Lessa M, Proença D, Bartholo R. VOSviewer and Bibliometrix. J Med Libr Assoc. 
2022;110(3):392–5. Available from: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9782747/ 

23. Arias-Castillo L, Nieva-Posso DA, García-Perdomo HA. Sexual and Gender Diversity in Universities: The 
Role of Medical Schools in Building a More Inclusive Society. Sexuality, Gender & Policy. 2025;8(3):e70010. 
Available from: https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/sgp2.70010 

24. Mukoro J. The representation of gender in England’s sexuality education policy. Sexuality, Gender & 
Policy. 2021;4(2):130–41. Available from: https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/sgp2.12032 

25. Armijos-Bravo G, Camino-Mogro S. Covid-19 Lockdown in Ecuador: Are there Gender Differences in 
Unemployment? The Journal of Development Studies. 2023;59(6):833–53. Available from: https://doi.org/10.1
080/00220388.2023.2192573 

26. Zavala E, Doggett E, Nicklin A, Karron RA, Faden RR. Gender equity and COVID-19 vaccine policies for 
pregnant people: a global analysis. International Journal for Equity in Health. 2025 May 7;24(1):1–12. Available 
from: https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12939-025-02497-0 

27. Baobeid A, Faghani-Hamadani T, Sauer S, Boum Y, Hedt-Gauthier BL, Neufeld N, et al. Gender equity in 
health research publishing in Africa. BMJ Global Health. 2022;7:e008821. Available from: https://gh.bmj.com/
content/7/7/e008821 

28. Wolff G. Promoting gender equality through localized development strategies: leveraging identification. 
Journal of International Humanitarian Action. 2024 Oct 2. Available from: https://doi.org/10.1186/s41018-024-
00156-7 

FINANCING
None.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST
None.

 Salud, Ciencia y Tecnología. 2025; 5:2095  8 

ISSN: 2796-9711

https://doi.org/10.56294/saludcyt20252095
https://doi.org/10.1080/1554477X.2022.2066390
https://doi.org/10.1080/1554477X.2022.2066390
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-0760/13/6/301
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-0760/13/6/301
https://doi.org/10.1186/s41018-023-00138-1
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/politics-and-gender/article/feministizising-policymaking-in-practice-how-gender-and-politics-scholarship-inspires-government-policy-and-vice-versa/9934915AF9DC401BBF817B51F515AA4C
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/politics-and-gender/article/feministizising-policymaking-in-practice-how-gender-and-politics-scholarship-inspires-government-policy-and-vice-versa/9934915AF9DC401BBF817B51F515AA4C
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/politics-and-gender/article/feministizising-policymaking-in-practice-how-gender-and-politics-scholarship-inspires-government-policy-and-vice-versa/9934915AF9DC401BBF817B51F515AA4C
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/politics-and-gender/article/feministizising-policymaking-in-practice-how-gender-and-politics-scholarship-inspires-government-policy-and-vice-versa/9934915AF9DC401BBF817B51F515AA4C
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9782747/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/sgp2.70010
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/sgp2.12032
https://doi.org/10.1080/00220388.2023.2192573
https://doi.org/10.1080/00220388.2023.2192573
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12939-025-02497-0
https://gh.bmj.com/content/7/7/e008821
https://gh.bmj.com/content/7/7/e008821
https://doi.org/10.1186/s41018-024-00156-7
https://doi.org/10.1186/s41018-024-00156-7


AUTHORSHIP CONTRIBUTION
Conceptualization: Ana Gabriela Vélez Santana, Ligia Estela Loor Lino, Ángela Noemí Sánchez Cedeño, 

Yuliana Betzabé Vélez Ozaeta, Maikel Nicolás Romero García.
Data curation: Ana Gabriela Vélez Santana, Ligia Estela Loor Lino, Ángela Noemí Sánchez Cedeño, Yuliana 

Betzabé Vélez Ozaeta, Maikel Nicolás Romero García.
Formal analysis: Ana Gabriela Vélez Santana, Ligia Estela Loor Lino, Ángela Noemí Sánchez Cedeño, Yuliana 

Betzabé Vélez Ozaeta, Maikel Nicolás Romero García.
Research: Ana Gabriela Vélez Santana, Ligia Estela Loor Lino, Ángela Noemí Sánchez Cedeño, Yuliana 

Betzabé Vélez Ozaeta, Maikel Nicolás Romero García.
Methodology: Ana Gabriela Vélez Santana, Ligia Estela Loor Lino, Ángela Noemí Sánchez Cedeño, Yuliana 

Betzabé Vélez Ozaeta, Maikel Nicolás Romero García.
Project management: Ana Gabriela Vélez Santana, Ligia Estela Loor Lino, Ángela Noemí Sánchez Cedeño, 

Yuliana Betzabé Vélez Ozaeta, Maikel Nicolás Romero García.
Resources: Ana Gabriela Vélez Santana, Ligia Estela Loor Lino, Ángela Noemí Sánchez Cedeño, Yuliana 

Betzabé Vélez Ozaeta, Maikel Nicolás Romero García.
Software: Ana Gabriela Vélez Santana, Ligia Estela Loor Lino, Ángela Noemí Sánchez Cedeño, Yuliana 

Betzabé Vélez Ozaeta, Maikel Nicolás Romero García.
Supervision: Ana Gabriela Vélez Santana, Ligia Estela Loor Lino, Ángela Noemí Sánchez Cedeño, Yuliana 

Betzabé Vélez Ozaeta, Maikel Nicolás Romero García.
Validation: Ana Gabriela Vélez Santana, Ligia Estela Loor Lino, Ángela Noemí Sánchez Cedeño, Yuliana 

Betzabé Vélez Ozaeta, Maikel Nicolás Romero García.
Display: Ana Gabriela Vélez Santana, Ligia Estela Loor Lino, Ángela Noemí Sánchez Cedeño, Yuliana Betzabé 

Vélez Ozaeta, Maikel Nicolás Romero García.
Drafting – original draft: Ana Gabriela Vélez Santana, Ligia Estela Loor Lino, Ángela Noemí Sánchez Cedeño, 

Yuliana Betzabé Vélez Ozaeta, Maikel Nicolás Romero García.
Writing – proofreading and editing: Ana Gabriela Vélez Santana, Ligia Estela Loor Lino, Ángela Noemí 

Sánchez Cedeño, Yuliana Betzabé Vélez Ozaeta, Maikel Nicolás Romero García.

 9    Vélez Santana AG, et al

https://doi.org/10.56294/saludcyt20252095 ISSN: 2796-9711

https://doi.org/10.56294/saludcyt20252095

